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HONORING JAMES E. ‘‘JIM’’ YOUNG 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 23, 2012 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
present the following U.S. Citizen of Distinc-
tion. 

Whereas, our lives have been touched by 
the life of this one man . . . who has given of 
himself in order for others to stand; and 

Whereas, James E. ‘‘Jim’’ Young’s work as 
President and C.E.O. of Citizen’s Trust Bank 
is present not only in DeKalb County, Georgia, 
but across this great Nation; and 

Whereas, this giant of a man was a hus-
band, father, businessman and financial edu-
cator; and 

Whereas, this remarkable man gave of him-
self, his time and his talent; never asking for 
fame or fortune, yet inspiring anybody to be 
involved in community activities, encouraging 
the everyday entrepreneur to build businesses 
which strengthen our communities and our 
Nation; 

Whereas, James Young inspired citizens to 
be financially responsible, government officials 
to be just and small business persons to think 
and grow ‘‘Big’’; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to bestow special recognition on James E. 
‘‘Jim’’ Young for his leadership, friendship and 
service to all of the citizens of Georgia and 
throughout the Nation; and 

Now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, JR. do hereby attest to the 112th Con-
gress that James E. ‘‘Jim’’ Young of Stone 
Mountain, Georgia is deemed worthy and de-
serving of this ‘‘Congressional Recognition’’— 
James E. ‘‘Jim’’ Young, U.S. Citizen of Distinc-
tion in the 4th Congressional District of Geor-
gia. 

Proclaimed, this 3rd day of March, 2012. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF LINDA 
KOELLING 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 23, 2012 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Foster City Councilmember Linda Koelling 
who is retiring after eight years of service on 
the council, including two terms as mayor. 
Linda’s upbeat personality and limitless energy 
will be deeply missed by her colleagues. 

Linda’s accomplishments on the council 
were many and long-lasting. She created an 
Ad Hoc Transportation Committee to complete 
a transportation study plan for Foster City. 
She helped determine the fate of a property 
that will become the town center. She was a 
major advocate in the completion of the teen 
center at Leo Ryan Park. She was instru-
mental in building the partnership with the 
Chamber of Commerce. When she was chair 
of a League of the California Cities campaign 
committee to pass a local proposition, she re-
wrote the words to the song ‘‘Waterloo’’ that, 
with the help of council members from other 
communities, became a YouTube sensation. 

On the council Linda represented Foster 
City on several San Mateo County boards 

such as CCAG, CMEQ, Peninsula Traffic Con-
gestion Relief Alliance, Airport Round Table 
and the Airport Land Use Committee. She 
served on the Transportation, Public Works 
Policy Committee for two years and was the 
president of the Peninsula division of the 
League of California Cities. 

Linda was born and raised in San Fran-
cisco. She graduated from Presentation High 
School in 1967, and she attended City College 
of San Francisco as a physical education 
major from 1967–69. She earned her BS in 
Parks and Recreation Management from Cali-
fornia State University, Hayward, in 1971. 

From 1972–77, Linda worked as a rec-
reational supervisor for the city of Burlingame 
and was a member of the California Parks and 
Recreation Society. Among her responsibilities 
was the supervision of the recreational cen-
ters. One of the teachers who taught an up-
holstery class happened to be my mother, 
Nancy Speier, who later became a staunch 
supporter when Linda first ran for city council 
in 2003. I had the great pleasure of working 
with Linda when she was on the council and 
I was in the California State Senate. 

Linda is passionate about education and 
sports. She founded the original Kids Connec-
tion private preschool and elementary school 
in Foster City. She was the president of pony/ 
colt baseball for two years, created and co-
ordinated a girls softball league, coached 
AYSO soccer teams and her children’s softball 
team. Personally, she loves to play golf. 

Linda and her husband Fred Koelling have 
been married for 40 years. They are the proud 
parents of Karen Koelling Gleason, Tommy 
Koelling and Bryan Koelling and have four 
grandchildren. 

Though Linda is retiring from the city coun-
cil, I have no doubt that she will continue to 
serve our community and pursue an active 
role in public life. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask this body to rise with me 
to honor the work of Linda Koelling, my friend, 
extraordinary human being and an outstanding 
public servant. 
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REMEMBERING DAVID WALTZ 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 23, 2012 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to 
consider the life of David L. Waltz, who died 
of brain cancer last month in Princeton, NJ, at 
age 68. David Waltz was one of the world’s 
leading experts and creative forces in com-
puter science, and a fine example of a re-
searcher, a teacher and mentor, and a life well 
lived. He was what we talk about when we 
talk about America’s creative spirit and edu-
cational excellence and path-breaking indus-
try. 

A pioneer in artificial intelligence, David pro-
duced early research that led to Internet 
search engines that we all use. He also in-
vented techniques that allow designers to look 
at two dimensional data from three dimen-
sional perspectives, and he showed how to 
extend those constraint-propagation tech-
niques beyond visualization to optimization of 
scheduling, routing, or building. His ideas and 
computer techniques of neural networks and 
machine learning are eagerly applied by com-

puter companies, power companies, medical 
researchers, and healthcare providers. David’s 
advances made it possible for computers to 
move beyond laborious bit-by-bit checking and 
referencing to a fixed checklist and to begin to 
recognize patterns, whether applied to images 
or speech or music. 

Taught by the renowned Marvin Minsky at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where 
David received his Bachelor’s and Ph.D. de-
grees, he went on to teach at the University of 
Illinois and Brandeis University. As head of the 
software division of the iconic company Think-
ing Machines he produced software innova-
tions that have long outlasted that computer 
company. A decade ago David founded the 
Columbia University Center for Computational 
Learning Systems, where he worked until his 
death. 

Surely more important than all the computer 
ideas, big and small, that he spawned are the 
many creative people he inspired, taught, and 
mentored. People who worked with him said 
everyone can remember a meeting, a con-
versation, or a simple thoughtful word when 
David changed one’s research direction, ca-
reer, or entire course of life for the better. In 
recent weeks his colleagues and students re-
corded their admiration for David and their 
sorrow at his death. Phrases like ‘‘amazing 
mentor’’, ‘‘mentor with unreserved support and 
encouragement’’, ‘‘amazing colleague and 
boss’’, and ‘‘wise and understanding’’ appear 
over and over in their remembrances. 

David’s colleagues called him a listener who 
inspired attention, someone who was as eager 
a listener as a talker, and someone who car-
ried his great stature in the field gently and 
with genuine humility. He imbued his research 
teams with optimism by always drawing out 
merit of the work of others. And he built team-
work by sharing his interests in art, literature, 
music, and culture well beyond the immediate 
concerns of the research team. He encour-
aged his students and colleagues not to nar-
row their thinking; as a result the group could 
contribute as much to the treatment of epi-
lepsy as to power grid blackouts. Everything 
was food for thought and an opportunity for an 
amusing or inventive insight. 

Probably the greatest praise for David’s 
leadership came from women who have 
worked with him. Some credited him with pro-
viding the greatest opportunities for career ad-
vancement for women of anyone in the field. 
David recruited and promoted women not as a 
crusader for equal rights but because it was 
for him obviously the right and wise thing to 
do. 

The lessons that teachers, researchers, su-
pervisors—in fact any of us here in this House 
or elsewhere—can draw from David Waltz are 
not primarily about computer science and arti-
ficial intelligence. They are that the greatest 
creativity comes from inspiring others; the 
greatest technique of team-building is listen-
ing; the greatest innovation comes from devot-
ing time to others’ ideas; and the greatest wis-
dom is kindness. 

I know all this to be true about David Waltz 
because he was a good friend of mine, and I 
personally also know he brought all of his 
wonderful qualities of uplifting and inspiring 
and nurturing others to his wonderful wife 
Bonnie and his two children, Jeremy and 
Vanessa. 
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